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3/23/17 

MINUTES of the MEETING of the ERIE COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY held in 
the office, 295 Main Street, Room 350, Buffalo, New York, on the 23rd day of March, 2017. 
 
PRESENT: Earl L. Jann, Chairman 
  Jerome D. Schad, Vice Chairman  
  Robert N. Anderson, Treasurer    
  Joseph T. Burns, Secretary to the Authority 
  Robert J. Lichtenthal, Jr., Deputy Director 
  Karen A. Prendergast, Comptroller 
  Russell Stoll, Executive Engineer 
  Jacqueline Mattina, Deputy Associate Attorney  
  Darlene Sikorski-Petritz, Deputy Associate Attorney 
  Steve D'Amico, Business Office Manager 
  John Mogavero, Chemist/Chief WPTO 
  Paul Whittam, Director of Water Quality  

Richard Planavsky, Chief Business Officer Manager/Budget Director 
 
ATTENDEES:  Sean Dwyer  
   Mike Wymer  
    
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 
 
I. - ROLL CALL 
 
II. - READING OF MINUTES 
 

Motion by Mr. Anderson seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to waive the reading of the 
Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday, March 9, 2017. 
 
III. - APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Motion by Mr. Anderson seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to approve the Minutes of 

the Meeting held on Thursday, March 9, 2017. 
 
IV. - REPORTS  
 

A)  SECRETARY 
B)  LEGAL 
C)  FISCAL 
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D)  OPERATIONS 
E)  HUMAN RESOURCES 
F)   AUDIT COMMITTEE  

  G)  GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE  
  H)  FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
V.   - COMMUNICATIONS AND BILLS 
 
ITEM 1 - Master Purchase Order Releases, Purchase Orders and Purchase Order Amendments: 
 
 Motion by Mr. Anderson seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to approve for payment of 
Master Purchase Order Nos., Purchase Order Nos. and Purchase Order Amendments as attached 
after certification by the Comptroller that the orders are in accordance with the quotations and 
that the Director of Administration be authorized to execute the above and all associated 
documents after certifying that they are in conformity with applicable laws and the Authority’s 
By-Laws and Purchasing Guidelines, Policies and Procedures. 
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VI. - UNFINISHED BUSINESS (NONE) 
 
 
VII. - NEW BUSINESS (RESOLUTIONS 2-11) 
 
ITEM 2 - AUTHORIZATION TO ENTER INTO A COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT 

WITH THE CITY OF TONAWANDA IN CONNECTION WITH THE 
RECONSTRUCTION OF KOENIG ALLEY IN THE CITY OF 
TONAWANDA, NEW YORK, PROJECT NO. 201600028 

 
Motion by Mr. Anderson seconded by Mr. Schad 

 
 WHEREAS, The City of Tonawanda (“City”) has initiated plans to undertake the 
reconstruction of Koenig Alley in the City of Tonawanda, including pavement, curbs and 
sidewalks; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Erie County Water Authority (“Authority”) intends to replace the 
existing watermain presently located on Koenig Alley during the reconstruction project by the 
City; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The City and the Authority desire to enter into a Cooperative Agreement to 
coordinate and facilitate the reconstruction project and the watermain project on Koenig Alley in 
order to achieve cost containment and efficiency;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Authority accepts the Cooperative Agreement between the City and the 
Authority to coordinate and facilitate the reconstruction project and the watermain project on 
Koenig Alley Avenue in order to achieve cost containment and efficiency; and be it further 
 
 RESOLVED:  That the Chairman is hereby authorized to execute said agreement on 
behalf of the Authority; and be it further 
 
 RESOLVED:  That the Secretary is hereby authorized to forward an executed copy of 
said Agreement together with a certified copy of this resolution to the City. 
 
 Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Jann, Schad and Anderson 

Noes:  None 
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ITEM 3 - AUTHORIZATION TO ACCEPT THE CONSTRUCTION AND 

INSTALLATION OF 5,322 LINEAR FEET OF EIGHT-INCH PVC DR18 
WATERMAIN, 143 LINEAR FEET OF EIGHT-INCH DIP CL52 
WATERMAIN, SIXTEEN (16) EIGHT-INCH DIP FITTINGS, 30 LINEAR 
FEET OF SIX-INCH DIP CL53 WATERMAIN, FIVE (5) HYDRANTS, 
TWELVE (12) VALVES AND APPURTENANCES IN WILLOW WOODS 
SUBDIVISION, TOWN OF HAMBURG, NEW YORK, PROJECT NO. 
201100319, EC NO. 6637 

 
Motion by Mr. Anderson seconded by Mr. Schad 

 
WHEREAS, The Erie County Water Authority ("Authority"), by resolution dated May 

12, 2015, identified as Item No. 4, of the Minutes of that meeting, accepted the proposal of The 
Five Yoviene’s LLC for the construction and installation of approximately 3,195 l.f. of 8-inch 
PVC watermain, five (5) hydrants and appurtenances in Willow Woods Subdivision, Town of 
Hamburg, New York, identified by Work Authorization No. 6637; and 
 

WHEREAS, The Bill of Sale dated September 13, 2016 and the Schedule of Inventory 
dated April 4, 2016 have been approved by Russell J. Stoll, Executive Engineer and the 
construction and installation of 5,322 linear feet of eight-inch PVC DR18 watermain, 143 linear 
feet of eight-inch DIP CL52 watermain, sixteen (16) eight-inch DIP fittings, 30 linear feet of six-
inch DIP CL53 watermain, five (5) hydrants, twelve (12) valves and appurtenances in Willow 
Woods Subdivision, Town of Hamburg, New York have been installed in accordance with the 
specifications of the Authority as certified; and 
 

WHEREAS, The Division of Environmental Health of the Health Department of the 
County of Erie has approved the completed works for public water supply improvement for 
Willow Woods Subdivision, Town of Hamburg, New York; and 
 

WHEREAS, Karen A. Prendergast, Comptroller has reviewed the costs of the main and 
hydrants and finds them reasonable and correct; and 
 

WHEREAS, Russell J. Stoll, Executive Engineer recommends approval and acceptance 
of said main and hydrants; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 

 
That the Authority accepts the construction and installation of 5,322 linear feet of eight-

inch PVC DR18 watermain, 143 linear feet of eight-inch DIP CL52 watermain, sixteen (16) 
eight-inch DIP fittings, 30 linear feet of six-inch DIP CL53 watermain, five (5) hydrants, twelve 
(12) valves and appurtenances in Willow Woods Subdivision, Town of Hamburg, New York-
inch and said main, hydrants and valves be added to the property records of the Authority. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Jann, Schad and Anderson 
Noes:  None 

 
ITEM 4 - RATIFICATION OF THE INSTALLATION OF HYDRANTS AND VALVES 

AND RETIREMENT OF EXISTING HYDRANTS AND VALVES - VARIOUS 
LOCATIONS 

 
Motion by Mr. Anderson seconded by Mr. Schad 

 
WHEREAS, The Engineering Department of the Erie County Water Authority 

("Authority") advised that hydrants and valves were installed as part of the Authority's program 
to keep pace with improvements in fire fighting technology, as follows: 
 

Replace existing 5’ hydrant at Sheldon Avenue, Village of Lancaster with a new 5’ Clow 
hydrant on 2/27/17.  Work done by ECWA forces under Work Authorization No. 107.200 6934. 
 

Hydrant originally installed prior to 12/31/02 was scrapped and retired under Retirement 
Authorization No. R170006. 

 
Replace existing 6” valve at 19 Heather Road, Town of Cheektowaga with a new 6” 

resiliant seat valve on 2/27/17.  Work done by ECWA forces under Work Authorization No. 
107.200 6935. 
 

Valve originally installed in 1941 was scrapped and retired under Retirement 
Authorization No. R170007; and 
 

WHEREAS, Russell J. Stoll, Executive Engineer ratifies said installations and work; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

That the Authority approve the retirement of the abovementioned hydrants and valves at 
the abovementioned locations; and be it further 
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RESOLVED:  That the installation of the new hydrants and valves in the abovementioned 
locations, as part of the Authority's continuing program to improve its facilities is hereby approved, 
ratified and confirmed. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Jann, Schad and Anderson 
Noes:  None 

 
ITEM 5 - AUTHORIZATION TO GRANT LEAK ALLOWANCE REQUEST - 

$11,941.73 
 

Motion by Mr. Anderson seconded by Mr. Schad 
 
 WHEREAS, Robert J. Lichtenthal, Jr., Deputy Director advised the Authority that he has 
received a leak allowance request from an Authority customer listed below resulting from a 
service line leak: 
 
1)  Idlewood LLC     
     310 French Road       
     Cheektowaga, NY 14227             
     $11,941.73; and 
  
 WHEREAS, Robert J. Lichtenthal, Jr., Deputy Director advised that the request contains 
documentation showing that the leak has been repaired; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Said leak allowance request has complied with all leak allowance 
requirements; and 
 
 WHEREAS, As stated in Section 9.09 of the Authority's Tariff, the granting of a leak 
allowance shall be in the sole discretion of the Authority; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Robert J. Lichtenthal, Jr., Deputy Director recommends granting the above 
leak allowance request;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
 That the Authority grant the leak allowance request to the abovementioned customer; and 
be it further 
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 RESOLVED:  That the Comptroller is hereby authorized and directed to adjust the 
account of the abovementioned customer. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Jann, Schad and Anderson 
Noes:  None 

 
ITEM 6 - AUTHORIZATION FOR SCOTT REED, SR. PROGRAMMER ANALYST 

AND MICHAEL MCAULEY, GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEMS 
ANALYST TO ATTEND THE CITYWORKS OFFICE FOR AMS 
ADMINISTRATION SEMINAR IN DESOTO, TEXAS 

 
Motion by Mr. Anderson seconded by Mr. Schad 
 
WHEREAS, The Erie County Water Authority deems it advisable for Scott Reed, Sr. 

Programmer Analyst and Michael McAuley, Geographic Information Systems Analyst to attend 
the Cityworks Office for AMS Administration seminar in DeSoto, Texas at a total estimated cost 
of $8,500.00; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

That for Scott Reed, Sr. Programmer Analyst and Michael McAuley, Geographic 
Information Systems Analyst are hereby authorized to travel to DeSoto, Texas from April 23, 
2017 to April 28, 2017 to attend the Cityworks Office for AMS Administration seminar in 
DeSoto, Texas at a total estimated cost of $8,500.00. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Jann, Schad and Anderson 
Noes:  None 

 
ITEM 7 - AUTHORIZATION TO SUBMIT THE ANNUAL EVALUATION SUMMARY 

FORM, PERFORMANCE MEASUREMENTS REPORT AND MISSION 
STATEMENT TO THE AUTHORITIES BUDGET OFFICE 

 
Motion by Mr. Anderson seconded by Mr. Schad 
 

 WHEREAS, The Erie County Water Authority (Authority) was created by the New York 
State Legislature as a public benefit corporation and local public authority under Public 
Authorities Law Section 1050 et seq; 
 
 WHEREAS, The Authority is subject to regulation and other provisions of the Public 
Authorities Law including the 2009 Public Authorities Reform Act (PARA); 
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 WHEREAS, PARA and Public Authorities Law Sections 2800(1)(a)(15) and 
2800(2)(a)(15) and 2824(7) require that the Board of every state and local public authority 
conduct an annual evaluation of its performance; 
 
 WHEREAS, The annual assessment required by PARA ensures that each board member 
understands and is accountable to the mission of the Authority and the public interest and that 
they are performing their duties and responsibilities appropriately; 
 
 WHEREAS, The New York State Authorities Budget Office (ABO) was created to 
assess and enforce the compliance of public authorities with the requirements of the Public 
Authorities Law and PARA and to review, analyze and report on public authorities’ operations, 
budgets and practices; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Board members have completed the required individual evaluations, 
and the Governance Committee has compiled the information from the individual evaluations 
and aggregated the results in summary form; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Every local authority is required to file a Mission Statement and 
Performance Measurements Report with the ABO annually; and 
 
 WHEREAS, To comply with PARA, the Summary Form, Mission Statement and 
Performance Measurements Report must be transmitted by the Authority to the ABO no later 
than March 31, annually;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
 That Jacqueline Mattina, Deputy Associate Attorney, is hereby authorized to submit the 
Evaluation Summary Form, Mission Statement and Performance Measurements Report to the 
ABO no later than March 31, annually. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Jann, Schad and Anderson 
Noes:  None 
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ITEM 8 - AUTHORIZATION TO APPROVE THE ERIE COUNTY WATER 
AUTHORITY=S ANNUAL INVESTMENT REPORT WITH AUDIT AND 
THE ANNUAL INVESTMENT GUIDELINES 
 

Motion by Mr. Anderson seconded by Mr. Schad and carried to approve the Annual 
Investment Report with attached Audit and the Investment Guidelines for the ensuing year or 
until such time as the Erie County Water Authority deems it necessary to amend said Guidelines.  

 
Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Jann, Schad and Anderson 
Noes:  None 

 
ITEM 9 - AUTHORIZATION TO FILE THE PUBLIC AUTHORITY REPORTING 

INFORMATION SYSTEM (PARIS) 2016 ANNUAL REPORT TO THE NEW 
YORK STATE AUTHORITY BUDGET OFFICE 

 
Motion by Mr. Anderson seconded by Mr. Schad 
 
WHEREAS, In accordance with the Public Authority Reform Act of 2005, the Erie 

County Water Authority (Authority) is required to file an Annual Report which reflects the 2016 
results of operations and other supporting information; and 

 
WHEREAS, The certification statement must be affirmatively answered confirming that 

the Report has been presented to and accepted by the Board before the submission of the data; 
and 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
That the Deputy Director as CFO is hereby authorized to file the Public Authority 

Reporting Information System 2016 Annual Report to the New York State Authority Budget 
Office. 

 
Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Jann, Schad and Anderson 
Noes:  None 
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ITEM 10 - Service Connection Work Order List: 
 
 Motion by                         seconded by                   and carried to approve Service 
Connection Work Order No. 2017-08 and 2017-09, to Russo Development, Inc. for Service Area 
No. 1 under Contract No. 17-02-01 and to 716 Site Contracting, Inc. for Service Area No. 2 
under Contract No. 17-03-01 and to Kandey Company, Inc. for large services under Contract No. 
17-04-01.  
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ITEM 11 - TRIBUTE TO MATHIAS BECKER, METER SERVICE WORKER 
 

Motion by Mr. Anderson seconded by Mr. Schad 
 
WHEREAS, It was with deep sorrow and profound regret that the Erie County Water 

Authority learned of the death of Mathias Becker on March 22, 2017; and 
 

WHEREAS, Mathias Becker was a loyal employee, who had served the Authority since 
June 9, 2003; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

That we, the Members of the Board and Staff here assembled, desire to extend our 
sympathy and condolence to the members of his family; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED:  That as a tribute to his memory, the foregoing Preamble and resolution be 

entered upon the Minutes of the Meeting of March 23, 2017; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED:  That when this Board adjourns, it adjourns out of respect to the memory 

of the late Mathias Becker. 
 

Ayes:  Three; Commrs. Jann, Schad and Anderson 
Noes:  None 

 
 
VIII. - ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Motion by Mr. Anderson, second by Mr. Schad and carried that the meeting adjourn.  
 
 
 
       

       
 

Joseph T. Burns 
Secretary to the Authority 
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